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Sk ght and the Depression,
migrant laborers and agricultural workers by
the thousands moved to find work in the fields
and factories of other states. World War II set off
the largest sequence of relocation in American
history, with 16 million Americans called to
service and sent to bases around the country;

and tens of millions more, many of them women,

leaving small towns and farms to take jobs in

defense industries.
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AS THE POPULATION on the East
Coast increased, American settlers
pushed at the western boundaries
of the colonies and, later, of the
new nation. Their long, arduous

journeys often came at great

sacrifice as they explored new

lands. These pioneers boldly forged e
roads, bridges, ferry crossings, and, §

by 1800, canals.

Daniel Boone leads pioneers through the
Cumberland Gap on the Wilierress Roau
Between 1774 and 1796, some 200,000
people made their way through Virginia to
eastem Kentucky and Tennessee.

IN THE 20TH CENTURY new

generations of settlers also
found their way in unfamiliar
territory. Ellis Island and Angel
Island immigration stations
were the starting points for

millions, who faced hostility,
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«Nearly every American
hungers to move.”

JOHN STEINBECK,
TRAVELS WITH CHARLEY
IN SEARCH OF AMERICA

In the 1950s air transport began to grow but was
still primarily for the wealthy. With the advent of
the jet airliner, which radically reduced costs, air
travel became increasingly popular. At Los Angeles
International Airport, an American Airlines DC-6,
about 1950.

Los Angeles Worid Ai ports

The automobile redefined

freedom. Taking the car out
for pleasure, either long or
short distances, became

popular. Middle class people

in ever greater numbers
could enjoy automotive
experiences that had before
only been available to the
wealthy.
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AMERICANS ARE MARKED BY THEIR
mobility. We travel more miles in an
average lifetime than the citizens of
any other country. In the past few
decades we have seen the biggest
changes ever in our mobility. We
commute, travel on business, travel
for fun and family. We also pull up
stakes and move in pursuit of new
opportunities or to find like-minded
communities. Meanwhile, people
from distant shores travel here to
become Americans, as they have for

nearly 400 years.
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Between 1830 and 1850, the Chickasaw, Choctaw,
Creek, Seminole, and Cherokee people were
forcibly removed by U.S. Army troops from their
traditional lands in the Southeastern United States,
and relocated farther west. In the winter of 1838—
39, several Cherokee groups journeyed almost
1,000 miles to eastern Oklahoma, along routes

i |ater called “The Trails of Tears.” Approximately
4,000 died along the way from pneumonia,

% malnutrition, and exposure.

Reproduction of Trall of Tears (1966) by Jerome Tiger

Courtesy of Peggy Tiger-
of the Gilcrease Museum, Tulsa, Oklahoma

(Creek-Seminole), from the collection
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ASTHEN /i
temmw‘::;:b‘iﬂ‘:: ;:;zi)z;ndt.ed its borders into
‘ 3 ndians, France, and
Mexico, claiming millions of acres for the U.S
With this expansion, Native American tribes \.vere
continually forced to move as more and more of
their ancestral lands were claimed. In 1848, after
losing the Mexican American War, Mexico was
forced to cede an enormous area of land to the Us.,
and international borders were abruptly moved.
Native Americans and Mexicans living there

suddenly found their lands claimed by the U.S.

“We didn’t
cross the
border;
the border
crossed us.”
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FOR CENTURIES, movement has shaped this land.
Our nation’s history is a patchwork of many stories,
woven over time from the treks—voluntary and
involuntary—of people who traveled and created new
lives. They came from around the world, encountered
well-established Native American civilizations, and
moved state-to-state, and across the entire continent.
No matter the country of origin or reason for
coming here, from our earliest days as a nation,
Americans have been intensely mobile, and we still are.
Over four centuries, as we have built our society,
Americans have moved to survive, to find work, to
escape oppression, and to pursue their dreams.
Travel—over roads, rails, rivers, trails and even the
skies—has shaped our cultural and economic landscape.

In many ways, our Journey Stories define us.

In November, 1620, the first English Pilgrims arrived in
Plymouth, Massachusetts. Their grueling 66-day journey
on the Mayflower transported
about 100 people, half of whom
would die in the first winter.

An elder member

of the Algonguian

village of Pomeiooc.
Native American
civilizations were
already well
established and
tribes often taught
survival skills to
colonists.

The Manner's Museun.
Newpat ews. VA

Every one of us
has a powerful
Jjourney story.
What’s yours?

>

“Mayflower Approaching Land,”
engraving published by John A.
Lowell, 1905, after Marshall
Johnson, Library of Congress;
LCUSZ62-3046.
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Early French and
Spanish settlers
like Hernando

De Soto claimed
land north, south,
and west of the !
British colonies. g
Wikimedia Commons
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“Ihe horses’ hoofs elopped with a dull sound, the wagon

wheels went erunching..all around there was nothing but

empty and silent space”

LAGIR A WA AR A TRR LATTEE HEOIBE () Tl FRATRTE, Vo t%

acing urfarrmar (nstacles & (f (rvsical Rarsrig, Hion saride of
ermiyant farmnes Neadiea Cwegon and ( aifcrma I wagln Halns

vaffic. on The Oregpm /Camiria T peaked n the 18506 with

e than 1,200 BIgrant Wegins pas s it QregoanN anfiialy

THE 260In £ EMTUNY SAW GhEAT lIVI‘"'.l'51"’\[’“’”17.
and r 1;:“1 changes in Le( hnology, mobility

and commerce, Railroad s priled for the first

26 years, and electric streetcar systems
proliferated in American cibes I'he
automobile and the interstate highway systemm
made long-distance migrations €asier for
everyone, Amencans ( ontinued on a highly

mobile pursuit of their dreams

Ay Wented War W 1ramens fiewell 1 the i, vty featufeg
- uﬂlﬂmlul&!.lzl“r.(ul fimvintati Wiy oF W&, I 1544 flniinty
22 riian Amencans IWed i SAnniel al6as, ke L&/t

Farnevania. By 1670 he Al o sdnilinfitas Fiiael 11fh6A)

With the gaverniment's
Harmeateal Ads and
rallraad land grants, e
drearm of lan euneraif
Gaffie e far imany
fhatisands wiling 16
T Wkt I the TEOG
fHes6 (roaMme

e frae Gf very i
st land, and apened
16 wastar plalng 1o
atllBrment

| flariary ol CAtren

L EABLM FON

AfnErieat

ABEIIED LIFD

duieqily Eemive

phasi) beg id

sty aa a b fs thie 1ath contiity

i

i canal

Frdr fiah i grew pr,‘ul ‘:}'uh" ! il

Wil ihrenighinit T

yare il Ml atiinhi

sertithanat il

vallrondg ot A thies sptire coninte

Vi St

7

piile lands 1t the wi

dranined of cheng

{, and many

fellerwed thi ol Mush inta t wliferrinin

Vi

anilies joined wagon train ALl

irpilie s trned old traders’ ronte

it trail (1 these Jaurney




