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Process Paper
I selected the Duck Stamp for my topic because I love to do everything outdoors. I also got

my first duck this year, a blue-winged teal. The opportunity to waterfowl hunt exists today, largely,
due to the Duck Stamp, which has existed ever since 1934. This topic connects to this year's theme
because the Duck Stamp is a communication tool to the public, helping people understand and
participate in protecting waterfowl and wetlands.

I found my information from the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service,  books from the library and
organizations like Ducks Unlimited (Ducks Unlimited is a national nonprofit conservation
organization dedicated to waterfowl and wetlands including promotion of the Duck Stamp program).
I searched through old newspapers in Chronicling America and in online archives locating primary
sources from the 1930s when the Duck Stamp Act was passed. I found a documentary made by the
Fish and Wildlife Service in 1984 during the 50th anniversary. Another primary source was an
interview I had with artist Scot Storm, who painted the 2004 and 2019 Duck Stamps selected in the
national contest.  I conducted two interviews with Tom Landwehr, a former Minnesota natural
resources commissioner and Ducks Unlimited coordinator. I twice interviewed acclaimed outdoors
journalist Rob Drieslein who has written extensively about the Duck Stamp. Just recently, I
interviewed Suzanne Fellows, the current leader of the Duck Stamp for the U.S. Fish and Wildlife
Service.

I created my Documentary using We Video on a ChromeBook and worked hard  to find high
quality pictures and videos. Locating enough visuals was not easy but I made the most of what I
researched. My documentary has undergone a lot of changes as I moved through the process
including recording audio outdoors in a wetland, filming part of my conclusion near a National
Wildlife Refuge the Duck Stamp funded, and conducting interviews and follow-up interviews.

The historical argument I am making is that without the Duck Stamp, many species of
waterfowl would be extinct, and millions of acres of wetlands would be critically threatened. Since
the 1930s, people have had to continuously educate the public about the value of the Duck Stamp
program. That message has been so well understood, that the people who fund the program, and
pay the annual fee, are its most ardent supporters. They keep the communication going into the next
generation, like mine, which is the key to understanding.

As my thesis statement states, “In response to market hunting and mass destruction of
habitat, waterfowl populations dwindled to an all-time low in the early 1930s. To generate funding to
restore waterfowl populations and habitat, Congress passed the Duck Stamp Act in 1934 requiring all
waterfowl hunters to purchase one annually. Over the past 88 years the Duck Stamp program has
communicated to a diverse group of people and involved them in wildlife conservation that has
helped restore duck populations and generated more than a billion dollars of revenue that’s been
used to acquire over six million acres of habitat.”
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