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Learn more about
women’s suffrage. Go to
Junior.scholastic.com
for a document from 1848
calling for women’s
right to vote.
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%?(- ntury ago this summer, American women gained the
right to vote. The roadito the ballot/fbox was a relentless
battle that spanned generations. ey srooke ross
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or nearly a century, millions of

Americans have campaigned for the
Equal Rights Amendment (ERA). That’s
a proposed addition to the Constitution
that would guarantee equal treatment
of men and women. In January, Virginia
became the 38th state to ratify, or
approve, it—a key milestone. (At least
38 states must ratify an amendment for
it to be added to the Constitution.)

But the ERA’s victory was only symbolic.

The proposed addition is nearly 50 years
old, and the deadline for ratifying it was in
1982. Battles over the deadline’s legality
are being waged in court. The ERA was

m;u The ERA Battle

first proposed in Congress in 1923. Support
for it grew in the 1960s during a movement
to end discrimination against women. At
the time, women were kept out of many
jobs and many women couldn’t get credit
cards. Congress approved the ERA in 1972.
Supporters pushed for its ratification,
including at a 1981 rally, above. But only
35 states approved it in time. In recent
years, three more states ratified it.

Some people say the ERA is no longer
needed, as other laws now help protect
women’s rights. But most Americans
support it and say the Constitution should
specifically guarantee equality for women.



