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“Our nation is not bound together by 
common ties of blood, race, or religion; 
we are united instead by our devotion to 
shared ideals. So each generation of 
Americans—both native born and 
immigrants—must learn our great 
founding principles, how our institutions 
came into being, how they work, and 
what our rights and responsibilities are.

— Bruce Cole, Former Chairman National Endowment for the Humanities, Appointed by President George W. 
Bush in 2001 and 2005. Recipient of the 2008 Presidential Citizens Medal



WHO CAN GO?
● Salk students in  7th & 8th grade.
● Students w/ solid attendance 
●  Students in good academic 

standing. (minimum 2.0 GPA) 

● Students w/ high-quality 
behavioral standing (as determined 
by teachers/principals).

● Parents/guardians of Salk 
students who properly register 
with WorldStrides and pass a 
district background check.

● Teachers & Administration as 
determined by Course Leader.



WHAT WILL WE DO?
● Touring a LOT of museums, 

monuments, memorials. 
● Interacting with people and places 

that are essential elements of our 
nation.

● Eating three solid meals each day 
at food courts, malls & 
restaurants. 

● Staying in a safe and secured 
hotel each night (w/ a pool?).

● Having a lot of fun with our fellow 
Salk students in D.C.



WHAT WILL WE SEE?
● Memorials

○ World War II
○ Lincoln
○ MLK, Jr,
○ Jefferson
○ Roosevelt
○ Vietnam
○ Korean
○ Iwo Jima

○

● Arlington 
○ Tomb of the 

Unknown Soldier
○ Changing of the 

Guard
○ Kennedy 

Gravesites
○ Salk Friends & 

Family

● Smithsonians 
○ American History
○ Natural History
○ Air & Space
○ American Indian
○ African American

● Other Locations
○ Holocaust 

Museum
○ Newseum
○ Washington 

Monument
○ National Archives
○ Library of Congress
○ U.S. Capitol
○ Supreme Court
○ Mount Vernon

MANY other opportunities that students will 
select as a group during monthly meetings.



SALK STUDENTS EXPERIENCE D.C.



SAMPLE ITINERARY (well, actually it’s what we did in 2017)

Day One

● Depart
● National Portrait 

Gallery
● White House photo 

stop
● Reagan 

International Trade 
Center (lunch)

● DC Metro ride
● Arlington National 

Cemetery
● Wreath Laying 

Ceremony by four 
SMS students at 
Tomb of the 
Unknown Soldier

● Visit Section 60 
● Iwo Jima Marine 

Memorial
● September 11 

Pentagon Memorial
● Dinner at Champps
● Check-in to Hotel

Day Two

● National Museum 
of African 
American History 
& Culture

● World War II 
Memorial

● Box Lunch 
outdoors near the 
Tidal Basin

● Holocaust 
Memorial 
Museum

● National Archives
● Dinner at The 

Fresh Kitchen
● Campus Visit to 

University of 
Maryland College 
Park to support 
Elk River & MN 
Students and see 
Ken Burns

● Einstein Statue 
Group Photo

Day Three

● Mount Vernon 
● Lunch at Roy 

Rogers
● Newseum
● Fords Theatre
● Smithsonian 

Museum of 
American 
History

● Dinner at 
Pizzeria UNO 
in Union 
Station

● Lincoln 
Memorial

● Korean 
Memorial

● Vietnam 
Veterans 
Memorial Wall 
and Women’s 
Memorial

Day Four

● Drive to 
Pennsylvania to 
visit Gettysburg

● Gettysburg 
Museum and 
Cyclorama

● Gettysburg 
Battlefield Tour

● Buffet lunch at 
General Pickett’s

● Shriver House Tour
● Gettysburg 

National Cemetery 
and Gettysburg 
Address Reading

● Return to D.C. for 
Dinner at Pentagon 
City Mall

● Jefferson Memorial
● FDR Memorial
● Martin Luther King 

Jr Memorial
● Birthday Cake 

Party at the Hotel

Day Five

● Hotel Checkout
● Meeting with 

Minnesota 
Congressional 
delegation

● Capitol Tour
● Library of 

Congress
● Supreme Court
● Union Station 

Food Court 
Lunch

● Smithsonian 
Museum Visits

● Air and Space 
Museum Udvar 
Hazy

● Dinner at 
Amphora’s 
Restaurant

● Return to 
Minnesota



WHO MAKES IT HAPPEN?
● Experienced Salk STEM Crew
● WorldStrides account manager, 

finance assistant, on-site 
coordinator, night chaperones, 
support staff, and Tour Central 
available 24 hours a day.

● Highly experienced and educated 
tour guides.

● Safe and reliable tour bus drivers.
● George Washington University 

Hospital.
● Students with clear expectations, 

positive energy and who are 
thoroughly prepared.

https://docs.google.com/file/d/1U0XqxwMz_5zJU2WJZEoWIwQ31QDE4nw7/preview


CIVIC LEADERSHIP IMMERSION EXPERIENCE
● Our D.C. group will meet monthly throughout the 2018-19 school 

year (meeting dates will be on the D.C. page of RonHustvedt.com).
● Meetings will set the tone for our trip by allowing students to get to 

know each other and prepare them for a successful, fun, and 
educational experience.
○ Fun activities, small group discussions, snacks!
○ Review of expectations
○ Share important announcements including handing out and 

collecting required paperwork (attendance is MANDATORY)
● Students will complete work meant to help them be better prepared 

for all they will see and experience (past students have found this 
work to be interesting and essential for getting the most out of 
everything…yes, most actually liked the work they had to do!).

● Working BEFORE the trip means no work DURING the trip other than 
participating in discussions, asking questions, reading info at sites we 
visit. The investment of time beforehand makes the trip more 
meaningful and provides a higher quality experience.

● Students encouraged to connect with family and family-friends who 
have personal connections to D.C. sites (veterans, elected officials, 
gov’t employees).

http://www.ronhustvedt.com
http://www.ronhustvedt.com


WHAT DO STUDENTS LEARN WITH OUR CIVIC 
LEADERSHIP IMMERSION EXPERIENCE?

Rights
● Freedom to express yourself
● Freedom to worship as you 

wish
● Right to a prompt, fair trial by 

jury
● Right to keep and bear arms
● Right to vote in elections for 

public officials
● Right to apply for federal 

employment
● Freedom to pursue “life, 

liberty, and the pursuit of 
happiness.”

Responsibilities
● Support and defend the Constitution against all 

enemies, foreign and domestic
● Stay informed of the issues affecting your 

community
● Participate in the democratic process
● Respect and obey federal, state, and local laws
● Respect the rights, beliefs and opinions of 

others
● Participate in your local community
● Pay income and other taxes honestly, and on 

time, to federal, state, and local authorities
● Serve on a jury when called upon
● Defend the country if the need should arise

SOURCE: “The Citizen’s Almanac”  U.S. Citizenship and Immigration Services



WHY GO? WHAT STUDENTS/PARENTS SAID...
• Students Said…

• “It made me understand that what we learn in 
class is bigger than any textbook can make it 
seem.”

• “I realized that the world is more connected than I 
could have ever imagined and that I’m part of that 
connection.”

• “I have a much deeper appreciation for what our 
country is, what it represents, and my part in this 
world.”

• “Honor, dedication, and sacrifice are words you see 
a lot, but the memorials brought it to life. I have a 
new respect for everybody who serves in one way 
or another.”

• “Saying that history came alive sounds cheesy...but 
it really did and I wasn’t expecting that.”

•

Parents Said…

“I thought this was a wonderful growing up experience 
for my son. It was a very mini prep for setting him free 
in the real world.”

“I am still impressed with his increased understanding 
and appreciation for the historical roots of our 
country. I’m sure he’d say the best part was the great 
time spent with his friends and favorite teachers.”

“Our daughter had a fabulous time and learned so 
much. It has been really fun to listen to her read 
her detailed journal of the places she went and 
what she learned and how it impacted her. We 
especially appreciated the emphasis placed on 
being respectful and grateful and how to treat 
people. Very valuable life lessons. It was a great 
feeling to send our daughter on this trip, knowing 
she would be cared for, challenged and inspired. 
Thank you for pouring your heart into making this 
the best possible trip for our kids.”



WHAT IS “QUAD OCCUPANCY”?
• Students with students. (Four to a room...NOT co-ed).

• Students make roommate selections in the spring.

• Students are not allowed in each other’s rooms (we 
have access to a common room and a pool if there’s 
any open time at the end of the day—a rarity!)

• Chaperone rooms separate from students with other 
chaperones.

• WorldStrides has night  security in each hallway.

• Hotel quiet hours 10:30 p.m. to 6 a.m. (sleeptime is 
determined by roommates provided everybody is 
quiet and wakes up on time each morning.) 

• “Having roommates was both fun 
and weird. I enjoyed hanging out with 
my friends but also other kids who I 

hadn’t hung out with before...and in a 
totally cool place like D.C.”



CAN PARENTS ATTEND?
● Definitely! As paying members of the group (on the last trip 

there were 17 parents who attended). 
● Teachers are official chaperones (15:1 student:teacher ratio), 

parents on the trip are asked to help out in high security areas 
(such as the airport). 

● Parents register with WorldStrides when registering their child. 
● All parents are subject to a district-mandated background 

check to be eligible to attend. Parents also complete a health 
& behavior form.

● Parent rooms are double-occupancy unless otherwise 
arranged with WorldStrides. (STRONGLY discouraged from 
rooming with their child).



GETTING AROUND
PLANES, TRAINS & BUSES (& FEET)
● Coach bus from Salk 

to the airport.
● Fly to/from D.C. on 

reputable airline.
● Most transportation in 

Washington D.C. is in 
an air conditioned 
Coach bus.

● We try to take at least 
one Metro Ride.

● Walk lots of places  
*(comfy shoes required!)



ADDITIONAL THINGS TO MENTION...
● Students are encouraged to have cell phones with them 

(cameras, security, communicate with home) provided they 
are using devices appropriately. A waterproof case is 
recommended (ziplock) and a boost charger can be helpful.

● The only extra $$$ students should bring is for any 
souvenirs (students eat plenty of food at meals, for extra 
snacks they are encouraged to pack snacks/pop/water 
rather than buy in D.C.).

●  If you are planning on joining your child for extra days 
afterwards (meaning they aren’t flying back with us) check 
with Mr. H. before you register AND be sure to notify 
WorldStrides when you register.



RULE OF THREE
IN PLACE AT ALL TIMES!!!



WHAT THE COST INCLUDES
(SHORT ANSWER: *EVERYTHING)

• Transportation to airport
• Transportation back to Salk
• Group airfare (check bag fee extra)

• Hotel (20+ adjacent rooms)
• Breakfast buffet at hotel
• Airport coordinator
• Transportation around D.C.
• Bus driver(s)
• Lunch at restaurants/food courts
• Dinner at restaurants
• George Washington University 

Medical Center care

• Tour Guide 
• Admission to everything
• Hotel hallway night chaperone
• On-site 24 hour WorldStrides hotel coordinator
• Complete contingency coordination including 

lodging and transportation
• Financial coordinator
• Account manager
• Scheduler
• Event coordinator
• Monthly meetings/trainings with treats!
• A team of teachers who work their tails off to 

make this an amazing experience for your kids!

Register before June 1 to get current pricing
Expect a price increase for fall registrations

Final Payment Due 60 Days Before Trip

* Official travel shirt purchase price pending (usually $5)
* Airport baggage fees may apply if checking a bag (depends on our airline)



FUNDRAISING OPPORTUNITIES

● Your own network of friends, family, 
relatives, neighbors, employers, etc. for 
babysitting, yard work, odd jobs, office 
work, etc.

● WorldStrides FLAG Financial Assistance 
(information in  packet)

● WorldStrides Gift of Education 
(https://fundraising.worldstrides.com/) 

● Create a WorldStrides Facebook fundraiser 
(https://fundraising.worldstrides.com/)

“It took a lot of work to save for the 
trip but it was worth it 

 and I’d do it all over again tomorrow.”

Parent Coordinators 
invited to help with any 
outside opportunities 

https://fundraising.worldstrides.com/
https://fundraising.worldstrides.com/


THE BEST? GIFT OF EDUCATION 
https://fundraising.worldstrides.com/

● Create an E-Card you can 
e-mail or a Letter you can 
print and mail

● You can choose the card you 
like the best and send it to 
relatives AND/or post it on 
your Facebook account(s)

● Students have raised a TON 
from this and it’s 100% 
profit!

http://www.worldstridesfundraising.com
http://www.worldstridesfundraising.com
http://www.worldstridesfundraising.com
http://www.worldstridesfundraising.com


KEEP UP TO DATE
● Click the D.C. page  on the left hand side of my website for 

updates/forms and details as they develop. 
● Reference this slideshow: http://bit.ly/SalkDC2019Slides  
● Be sure to thoroughly fill out the form if you intend to 

register and/or would like to stay in the loop with updates 
http://bit.ly/SALKDC2019 

www.RonHustvedt.com   

Updates on Twitter @SalkMrH now 
and throughout the trip  #SalkDC2019 
(we’ve tweeted every Salk D.C. trip since 2009!)

http://bit.ly/SalkDC2019Slides
http://bit.ly/SALKDC2019
http://www.ronhustvedt.com


CONTACT  US AT 
ANYTIME WITH QUESTIONS 

RONALD.HUSTVEDT@ISD728.ORG

THANKS FOR COMING!

 BE SURE TO REGISTER WITH WORLDSTRIDES 
WHEN YOU ARE READY

mailto:ronald.hustvedt@elkriver.k12.mn.us

